HLPF 2024 General debate intervention

This speech was given on Jul 16, 2024 , by Jacob Blasius as half of Denmark’s 3 min
intervention in the General Debate.

We are now over halfway to 2030. Some SDGs are within reach. Others will only be

achieved with unprecedented energy and will.

But the goals can be achieved. | have no doubt about that. | have chosen to have no
doubt about that.

In this time of conflict and crisis, people are losing hope. Poverty, hunger, and climate
change are issues of life and death, and when other emergencies fill our newsfeed, the

steps we know we must take are halted and sometimes not even attempted.

| chose to have hope. Not only because | am a young person who will have to live in
whatever world we make, but because | know that the moment we lose the belief that

things are possible; is the moment when they become impossible.

The world must lead with youth. Not because it is fashionable, not because it is morally
the right thing to do, but because a world where we are to archive the SDGs, is simply

not possible without the leaders, teachers, and idealists of tomorrow.

| will gladly bring my optimism into every decision-making room you invite me into. | only
ask that you bring your will, energy and appetite for change too. Let us achieve the

SDGs. Let us achieve them now — together.

Thank you
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